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SLOW SUMER WORKSHOP
REPAIR, REUSE, RECYCLING AND MESOPOTAMIAN SOCIETY

The Slow Sumer Workshop, Repair, Reuse, Recycling and Mesopotamian Society,
invites scholars to reimagine the ancient Near East through the prism of cyclical
economies and sustainable practices. Organized by the Italian Institute of Oriental
Studies (Sapienza University of Rome) and the Museo Storico della Fisica e Centro
Studi e Ricerche “Enrico Fermi”, in collaboration with ARWA, this international event
will unfold over three half-day sessions designed to accommodate participants
connecting from across the globe. From the lifecycle of macrolithic tools and the
reuse of building materials to the recycling of bitumen and the transformation of
funerary practices, the workshop interrogates how ancient Mesopotamian societies
engaged with their material world. By framing these practices within contemporary
debates on circularity and resource management, Slow Sumer seeks to foster a critical
dialogue between past and present, highlighting the relevance of archaeology for
understanding long-term strategies of sustainability.

Organizers: Department Italian Institute of Oriental Studies, Sapienza
University of Rome & Museo Storico della Fisica e Centro Studi e
Ricerche "Enrico Fermi"

Organizing Committee: Licia Romano, Giulia Festa, Valentina Caruso,
Franco D’Agostino, Antonella De Angelis, Gianni Denaro, Lenore
Ferguson, Matteo Giaccari, Silvia Giampaolo, Angela Greco, Francesca
Manclossi, Andrea Rebecca Marrocchi Savoi, Claudia Scatigno, Gabriella
Spada, Alessia Tufari, Marta Zingale.

With the collaboration and support of ARWA - The International
Association for Archaeological Research in Western & Central Asia

17-19 September 2025 - ONLINE Workshop (link)

https://uniroma1.zoom.us/webinar/register/1417549061161/WN_5DLEGQVcQly17T9-MaxYtQ

